HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
life. The modern Bloomsbury intellectuals, in their
tragic detachment from the social conflict as it exists,
see through the sham, but, in their appraisal of
modern Russia, fail to understand that their own half-
conscious craving is for yet another "modern" world
over which the artificial cloak of Renaissance values
shall be spread.
It was inevitable that the exultant first expressions of
Nominalist escape should be accompanied by, or at any
rate be the herald of heart searchings. These heart
searchings, on the part of conscientious persons, are to
be found in the writings of all those who are con-
cerned, above all things, with the relationship between
the individual and the community. Since there is
deemed to be no absolute truth, then only the feelings
of individuals are of importance. It follows that in the
ideal community there must be some harmony, some
principle of the reconciliation of conflicting wills.
These heart searchings, naturally enough, were most
explicit among the great new middle classes of the late
eighteenth century. These intermediate persons shared
few of the privileges of the rich, whose security had
been one of the rewards of Renaissance initiative, yet
felt themselves capable of seizing the helm in social
life. The new trade and commerce of the industrial
revolution was creating a class of men still less tied to
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